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Lecture	  Topics	  and	  Options—and	  Biography—for	  Garden	  Clubs	  and	  other	  
Organizations	  

 
Michael Talbot is a highly respected and very entertaining speaker offering a wide range of educational 
programs, workshops, staff training, site assessment, design and consulting services from Washington, 
D.C., Louisville and Pittsburgh to the University of Maine and southern Canada.  He has provided 
educational programs with PowerPoint presentations and handouts to conservation organizations 
(including the New England Wildflower Society, Massachusetts Association of Municipal Conservation 
Professionals and the Massachusetts DEP Southeast Region staff in Lakeville, MA), professional 
organizations (including arborist, nursery and horticultural organizations throughout the Northeast and 
Middle Atlantic States—and national organizations such as PLANET), colleges (Penn State, 
Connecticut College and University of Maine—to name some), lake and pond associations (including 
plenary speaker at The Massachusetts Congress of Lakes and Ponds Associations Annual Meeting), 
many garden clubs (including the Massachusetts Federation of Garden Clubs), many environmental 
organizations (including both Massachusetts and Maine Audubon Societies, the Association to Preserve 
Cape Cod and the Oyster Pond Environmental Trust), arboreta (including the Arnold and Morris 
Arboreta, the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, and Botanic Gardens in New York and 
Massachusetts), Municipalities, the Cape Cod Commission and other groups.  Lecture and workshop 
topics available include: 
 

--Ecological landscape design and land use, including restoration ecology and design, 
designing for wildlife habitat, use of native plants, wetlands, wildlife biology and 
designing in harmony with the local environment. 

 
--Environmentally sensitive horticulture, including designing for sustainability (reduced 

inputs including water, fertilizers, etc.), sustainable landscape planting and 
construction, organic and low impact lawn care, and (legitimate) Integrated Pest 
Management for trees, shrubs, gardens and turf—what we generally call Ecological 
Pest Management. 

 
--Guiding and Pruning of Plants (Michael Talbot taught all the pruning classes for the 

Massachusetts Horticultural Society for several years, for example) and other 
horticultural topics. 

 
--Other topics, such as marketing of ecological landscaping to clients (for professionals), 

edible landscaping and community greenspace development programs. 
 

Titles for past talks include: 
 

--An Overview of Ecological Landscaping (it covers in brief: design, plant selection, 
installation, maintenance of lawns and landscapes and least toxic pest management and 
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how we can apply environmental sensitivity to all of them—this is a lecture topic most 
in demand) 

 
--Cape’scaping:  Creating and Managing Landscapes More in Harmony with Cape Cod’s 

Fragile Environment: this is a regular topic here on Cape Cod.  It can be adapted to 
other environments and locations where Michael has worked, such as “Maine’scaping” 
lectures done for the New England Wildflower Society and other organizations in 
Maine. 

 
--Getting More Pleasure Out of Our Land:  Designing and Enhancing Our Landscapes to 

Attract People and Wildlife (This is a program done in the past for organizations such 
as Mass Audubon focusing on edible and wildlife landscaping.  We can also expand 
this to cover design that entices people to stroll, pick, observe or just sit on a bench and 
enjoy--as opposed to our typically sterile, modern landscapes.) 

 
--Gardening for Wildlife 

 
--The Many Pleasures of Gardening with Native Plants 

 
--Edible Landscaping: Getting More Pleasure Out of Our Land by Designing with Food 

Plants 
 

--Ecological Landscaping: A Natural Way to Attractive Lawns and Gardens 
 

--Ecological Pest Management: Helping Nature Do Your Work For You  
 

--Ecological Landscaping: A Guide to Sustainable Lawns and Landscapes that Minimize 
Fertilizer and Pesticide Use 

 
--Low Impact Development: the Best Way to Prevent Stormwater Pollution and Enhance 

Our Bays, Ponds and Streams  
 

--Ecological (or Organic) Lawn Care:  Having an Attractive Lawn Using Least Toxic 
Methods (generally I prefer to incorporate other plantings, as well, in a topic such as 
Ecological Lawn and Landscape Care:...) 

 
-- Organic and Ecological Lawn Care:  Having an Attractive Lawn (and Landscape) Using 

Least Toxic Methods:  Come and here from a celebrated professional landscape expert 
on how to have healthy, attractive lawns, gardens, and landscapes--using less water and 
fertilizer and no (or few) pesticides.  Michael Talbot has appeared on the Victory 
Garden and many other programs and will offer a PowerPoint presentation on concepts 
and techniques for ecological lawn and landscape design and installation, best 
maintenance practices and least toxic weed and pest management—lawns and 
landscapes that are environmentally friendly and safer for children and pets. 

 
--Guiding Your Plants to Be the Best They Can Be:  Pruning and Beyond (a program on 

pruning trees and shrubs using innovative techniques that also incorporates important 
cultural practices--in fact, it is partly a "Plant Health Care" talk.  When I taught this 
subject at the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, I also had outdoor sessions--but it 
can be done as a slide lecture.  I have also taught classes simply entitled Proper Pruning 
and Guiding of Trees and Shrubs.) 

 
--Proper Planting Techniques (a shorter class mostly for beginners) 
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--Community Greenspace and Community Development (a slide lecture on how greening 

and gardening can work to enhance communities, including but not limited to 
underserved neighborhoods) 

 
We also have good handouts to complement most subjects taught.  For the record, here is an 
introduction that can be used at time of presentation: 
 
Michael Talbot is the co-owner of Talbot Ecological Land Care, a Cape Cod firm that specializes 
in Ecological Design, Restoration, and Tree, Shrub and Lawn Care Services.  Michael is a certified 
arborist, a Mass. Certified Horticulturist, a landscape designer, and a restoration ecologist.  He 
holds a certificate in Invasive Species Management from the Univ. of Massachusetts.  He is a 
member of the American Society of Consulting Arborists, the Ecological Landscaping Association, 
the Mass. Association of Conservation Commissions, the Society of Wetland Scientists and other 
organizations.  He was vice-chair of the Mashpee Conservation Commission for many years.  In 
his two decades working in both the public and private sectors, he has been staff horticulturist and 
educator for the Massachusetts Horticultural Society and Boston Urban Gardeners, and a 
consultant and expert witness for institutions such as the National Park Service, the John F. 
Kennedy Library, Williams College, the Woods Hole, Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket 
Steamship Authority, and numerous municipalities and conservation commissions.  He has 
specialized in developing, applying and teaching environmentally sensitive approaches to 
designing and restoring landscapes and to managing trees, shrubs, and lawns.  He has been a 
featured guest on a variety of television and radio programs, including The Victory Garden and 
WCAI on Cape Cod.  He was a Visiting Lecturer at the University of Maine and speaks yearly at 
professional conferences, colleges, environmental organizations and garden clubs throughout the 
northeast and mid-Atlantic.  He is the author of many articles on a wide range of horticultural and 
conservation topics.  He was a co-founder of the Ecological Landscaping Association and the 
principal author of their publication on professional ecological turf management.  Michael is on 
the Advisory Board of the Rachel Carson Council and Maryland and is on the Board of the 
Mashpee Environmental Coalition. 
 


